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Is it a map?



What is an energetic 
landscape?



AudioVisual



Visual



SKETCHING

Bethann Merkle, commnatural.com







I can’t 
draw



Yes you can draw!
• practice, practice, practice
• mind over matter



Yes you can draw!
• practice, practice, practice
• mind over matter
• Google it



“how to draw a fish”









Yes you can draw!
• practice, practice, practice
• mind over matter
• Google it
• you do you



• pencil, pen, felt-tip marker, crayon, etc.

Sketching tools



• tablet/phone + stylus pen/finger + app 
(Concepts, Bamboo Paper, Sketchbook Express, Papyrus, Doodledroid)

Sketching tools

Buzz Hoot Roar, buzzhootroar.com



• reach broader audiences 

Sketching for science



• reach broader audiences 

Sketching for science

English fish
Japanese sakana
Dutch vissen
Spanish pescados
Italian pesci
French poisson
Swedish fisk
Hungarian hal

Sketches: Solomon David, Natalie Sopinka



• reach broader audiences 
• conference note taking 

Sketching for science

Shayle Matsuda, @wrong_whale



• reach broader audiences 
• conference note taking
• field/lab note taking

Sketching for science

“Illustrated field notes can 
provide the basis for public 
conversations on science.”

Sandra Knapp



Vivian Nguyen



• reach broader audiences 
• conference note taking
• field/lab note taking
• blogs, bulletins, brochures, etc.

Sketching for science



• reach broader audiences 
• conference note taking
• field/lab note taking
• blogs, bulletins, brochures, etc.
• humour

Sketching for science



Brooke Barker, sadanimalfacts.com



• reach broader audiences 
• conference note taking
• field/lab note taking
• blogs, bulletins, brochures, etc.
• humour
• clarity & creativity 

Sketching for science



“…the process itself seemed to clarify the 
science in the mind of the researcher.” 

picturetolearn.org

“…creating a good, unambiguous 
and information-rich diagrams 

requires time and imagination.”

Bill Dennison

“I think the best way for any scientist 
to understand his or her science is 

through visualization,”

Barrett Klein



• reach broader audiences 
• conference note taking
• field/lab note taking
• blogs, bulletins, brochures, etc.
• humour
• clarity & creativity 
• generates collaboration

Sketching for science



Buzz Hoot Roar is a graphics-driven 
blog that shares and/or explains a 

scientific concept in 300 words or less



Viputheshwar Sitaraman
graphic designer

www.drawscience.org



Sketching in a Network

• connect writers & sketchers 
• host workshops/field trips/webinars 
• create visual synthesis – infographics
• global dissemination 



Audio



PODCASTS



• reach broader audiences

Podcasts for science



• reach broader audiences
• article summaries 

(tmel.wordpress.com)

Podcasts for science
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(naturallyspeakingpodcast.wordpress.com)

Podcasts for science
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(tmel.wordpress.com)
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(storycollider.org) 

Podcasts for science



• reach broader audiences
• article summaries 

(tmel.wordpress.com)
• interview/discussion 

(naturallyspeakingpodcast.wordpress.com)
• stories 

(storycollider.org) 
• generates collaboration

Podcasts for science



• connect with network members 
• create audio synthesis
• global dissemination 

Podcasts in a Network



AudioVisual



SketchingVisual



AudioPodcast



Let’s connect!

natsopinka@gmail.com

phishdoc.com

@phishdoc


